
Ekman on the Reification of Language and the Neglect of the Graphic Moment

“….reification of language and verbal report….”

“Words are used to describe or reflect our emotional experience, but the “….words are 
representations of emotions [the graphic present] not the sine qua non of what is [first seen 
and then reported]….”

Ekman, Paul (2009). Darwin’s Contributions to Our Understanding of Emotion and Expression. 
Observer (Association of Psychological Science). 22, No. 8, pp.15-17.


